Terms of reference for ecotourism development specialist 
Background 

Tourism is a major economic industry in Bhutan. Founded on the principles of ‘High value low volume’ it is presently the highest foreign exchange earner for the country. The present government has prioritized to boost the numbers of tourists visiting Bhutan to accelerate the nation’s economic growth. The country’s extensive network of protected areas consisting of over 51% of the total size of the country is becoming increasingly exposed to tourism. Due to the existing socio/cultural landscape of the protected areas with many local residents living inside these protected areas an incentive based approach to conservation is vital. As such eco-tourism is recognized as one viable option to bridge conservation and development. However, a framework or guidelines which are fundamental for its development in the protected areas is presently lacking. Therefore the development of such guidelines is recognized as a priority and imperative for promoting responsible tourism in the protected areas before tourism gains further momentum.       
Task
 
‘ to develop framework/guidelines for eco-tourism development in the protected areas in Bhutan’
Methodology 


- literature review



- face to face interview with relevant partners in Bhutan


- field visit to sites in the protected areas of Bhutan

- Coordinate/facilitate a national workshop with participants from protected areas and other relevant agencies

Duration and time frame (tentative)
 – Total duration 5 weeks (Starting Last week of November, 2010)
	Time
	Activity

	Week 1 (Nov) 
	Meet with National counterpart in Australia. Discuss work and take delivery of relevant national reports to begin literature review

	Week 2 & 3
	Travel to Bhutan. Interview different stakeholders. Field visit and prepare for national workshop

	Week 4
	Facilitate national workshop in Bhutan. Present draft guidelines report. 

	Week 5
	Travel back to Australia. Finalize the report 


Outputs and Deliverables 
– soft copy of final document on ‘Guidelines for Eco-tourism development in the protected areas of Bhutan’ 
Remuneration 
– No fees will be provided. However the following costs will be covered: 

· One time travel expenses from Australia/Bhutan/Australia 

· Accommodation, food and ground transport while in Bhutan
· Bhutan visa fee  

Contact for further information.

Mr. Karma Tshering (National counterpart for the task)

Chief Conservation Officer, Department of Forests and Park Services

Thimphu, Bhutan 

Email karmas_bt@yahoo.com 

 Or you can contact Mr. Dave Darlington, Regional Manager, Southern Ranges


Tel: (02) 6450 5501
**************************
